PROCLAIMER’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS BIBLE STUDY – ROMANS

OVERVIEW:

     KNOWLEDGEABLE and experienced, the district attorney makes his case. Calling key witnesses to the stand, he presents the evidence. After discrediting the testimonies of witnesses for the defense by skillfully cross-examining them, he concludes with an airtight summary and stirring challenge for the jury. The announced verdict is no surprise. “Guilty” states the foreman, and justice is served.

     The apostle Paul was intelligent, articulate, and committed to his calling. Like a skilled lawyer, he presented the case for the gospel clearly and forthrightly in his letter to the believers in Rome.  Paul had heard of the church at Rome, but he had never been there, nor had any of the other apostles. Evidently, the church had been started by Jews who had come to faith during Pentecost (Acts 2). They spread the gospel on their return to Rome, and the church grew.

     Although many barriers separated them, Paul felt a bond with these believers in Rome. They were his brothers and sisters in Christ, and he longed to see them face-to-face. He had never met most of the believers there, yet he loved them. He sent this letter to introduce himself and to make a clear declaration of the faith.  After a brief introduction, Paul presents the facts of the gospel (1:3) and declares his allegiance to it (1:16-17). He continues by building an airtight case for the lostness of humanity and the necessity for God’s intervention (1:18–3:20).  Then Paul presents the Good News: Salvation is available to all, regardless of a person’s identity, sin, or heritage. We are saved by grace (unearned, undeserved favor from God) through faith (complete trust) in Christ and his finished work. Through him we can stand before God justified, “not guilty” (3:21–5:21). With this foundation Paul moves directly into a discussion of the freedom that comes from being saved—freedom from the power of sin (6:1-23), freedom from the domination of the law (7:1-25), freedom to become like Christ and discover God’s limitless love (8:1-39).

     Speaking directly to his Jewish brothers and sisters, Paul shares his concern for them and explains how they fit into God’s plan (9:1–11:12). God has made the way for Jews and Gentiles to be united in the body of Christ; both groups can praise God for his wisdom and love (11:13-36).  Paul explains what it means to live in complete submission to Christ: Use spiritual gifts to serve others (12:3-8), genuinely love others (12:9-21), and be good citizens (13:1-14). Freedom must be guided by love as we build each other up in the faith, being sensitive and helpful to those who are weak (14:1–15:4). Paul stresses unity, especially between Gentiles and Jews (15:5-13). He concludes by reviewing his reasons for writing, outlining his personal plans (15:22-33), greeting his friends, and giving a few final thoughts and greetings from his traveling companions (16:1-27).  As you read Romans, reexamine your commitment to Christ, and reconfirm your relationships with other believers in Christ’s body.

THEOLOGICAL SETTING

1. Who needs to be saved?

2. What can persons do to be saved?

3. What is the source of salvation?

4. What is the practical result of faith in Christians’ lives?

5. As Christians, can we trust God, or must we fear His judgment?

THEOLOGICAL OUTLINE – ROMANS

Romans:  The Revelation of God’s Righteousness in Salvation through Jesus Christ for All Persons.

I. Introduction: Qualification sand Reason for Writing (1:1-15)

A. Apostolic calling qualifies the author. (1:1-7)

B. Grateful, prayerful concern for the readers motivates the writing. (1:8-15)

II. Theme: The Power for Salvation and the Righteousness of God Are Revealed. (1:16-17)

III. All People Need Salvation from the Power of Sin. (1:18-3:20)

A. The power of sin rules among the Gentiles. (1:18-32)

1. The Gentiles reject the knowledge of God. (1:18-23)

2. The Gentiles experience the results of rebellion against God. (1:24-32)

B. The power of sin rules among the Jews. (2:1-3:8)

1. The Jews demonstrate their disobedience.  (2:1-16)

2. The Jews confuse privilege and responsibility. (2:17-3:8)

C. All humanity-Jews and Gentiles-stand under the power of sin. (3:9-20)

IV. God Provides Righteousness through Jesus Christ on the Basis of Faith. (3:21-4:25)

A. God manifests His righteousness (3:21-26)

1. God’s righteousness is through faith. (3:21-23)

2. God’s righteousness is through the blood of Jesus Christ (3:24-25a)

3. God’s righteousness is shown in His passing over former sins. (3:25b-26)

B. Justification is by faith for all persons. (3:27-4:25)

1. Justifying faith excludes all boasting. (3:27-31)

2. The example of Abraham confirms justification by faith. (4:1-25)

V. Salvation in Christ Results in Victorious New Life. (5:1-8:39)

A. Justification results in peace and righteousness. (5:1-21)

1. Peace with God results in rejoicing in all circumstances. (5:1-11)

2. Christ reverses the results of Adam’s sin. (5:12-21)

B. Christian life is a victorious struggle with sin. (6:1-7:25)

1. Faith unites believers in dying and rising with Christ. (6:1-11)

2. Believers are not slaves of sin, but of righteousness. (6:12-23)

3. Dying with Christ sets us free from law. (7:1-6)

4. Struggling with sin is defeat without Christ. (7:7-25)

C. The Spirit of Christ is the power of the Christian’s life. (8:1-39)

1. The Spirit is the power for freedom from sin. (8:1-4)

2. Life in the Spirit is the opposite of life in the flesh. (8:5-11)

3. The Spirit creates and witnesses to our status as God’s children (8:12-17)

4. The Spirit confers victorious life. (8:18-39)

VI. God is Faithful in All His Promises. (9:1-11:36)

A. Paul grieves over Israel’s rejection of Christ. (9:1-5)

B. God’s sovereignty is displayed in His dealings with Israel. (9:6-29)

1. God’s sovereignty is illustrated in His elective choices. (9:6-13)

2. God’s sovereignty is seen in His mercy. (9:14-18)

3. God has chosen both Jews and Gentiles. (9:19-29)

C. Israel’s freedom to choose explains her rejection of Christ. (9:30-10:21)

1. Israel chose works rather than faith. (9:30-33

2. Israel rejected righteousness based on faith. (10:1-15)

3. Israel refuses to hear and obey. (10:16-21)

D. God’s righteousness is displayed in His mercy. (11:1-36)

1. The saved remnant of Jews shows God’s mercy. (11:1-6)

2. The salvation extended to the Gentiles shows God’s mercy. (11:7-24)

3. All persons –Jews and Gentiles—are dependent on God’s mercy. (11:25-32)

4. God deserves praise for His judgments. (11:33-36)

VII. The Saving Mercy of God in Christ Summons Christians to Obedience. (12:1-15:13)

A. Theme of the exhortations: Christians need to be transformed. (12:1-2)

B. Christians must be responsible members of the body of Christ. (12:3-21)

1. Christians need to view themselves and other appropriately. (12:3-5)

2. Christians must express their different gifts in faith. (12:6-13)

3. Christian life demands love in action. (12:14-21)

C. Christians must fulfill their appropriate obligations to the state. (13:1-7)

D. Christians must remember the supremacy of love and the urgency of the times (13:8-14)

1. Love fulfills the law. (13:8-10)

2. The critical nature of the times calls for radical commitment to Christ. (13:11-14)

E. Christians must seek to edify one another in the fellowship of the church (14:1-15:13)

1. The strong and the weak in the church must realize that Christ is the Lord of both groups. (14:1-2)

2. Christians should live by their own convictions, pursue harmony, and avoid making others stumble. (14:13-23)

3. Strong Christians are obligated to bear with and live in harmony with the weak. (15:1-6)

4. All Christians are to receive one another as Christ has received them. (15:7-13)

VIII. Conclusion (15:14—16:27)
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