Garden Heights turns 40

May 4, 2003, Garden Heights Baptist Church held a 40th Anniversary Celebration to commemorate 40 years as a church serving the Lord.  

To start off with let me, as Historian, give you a little history of the beginnings of Garden Heights.

Garden Heights started as a Mission with its first service being held October 25, 1958 with 19 attending Sunday School and 24 attending the Service.   In January of 1959, Garden Heights Mission was renamed Garden Heights Chapel.  Then on May 5th 1963, Rev. Roy Field, Pastor of Sterling Baptist Church called a meeting where Garden Heights Chapel was constituted as Garden Heights Baptist Church with a unanimous vote.

Five Pastors have served Garden Heights over the years.  The first was Rev. H.B. Gibson who served from January to September 1960 (9 months).  The second was Rev. Dale Brown who served from October 1960 to January 1964 (3 years 4 months).  The Third Pastor was Rev. William T. Williams who served from April to November 1964 (8 months).  Our fourth Pastor was Rev. Kenneth Reed who served from January 1965 till May of 1986 when he went home to be with the Lord.  Rev. Reed served 21 years as Pastor of Garden Heights.  Our fifth and present Pastor, Brother Terry Crownover has served at Garden Heights from July 1986 and is still our Pastor on this special occasion of our 40th Anniversary.  In July of this year, Brother Terry will have served as our Pastor at Garden Heights for 17 years.

According to our records 474 new Christians were baptized at Garden Heights over the last 40 years.  The first was Etta Aaron Conroy and our newest in 2003 is Lisa Rosenkranz.

Much history has passed through and around our church these past many years.  Many Guest Ministers, Guest Musicians, Guest Speakers, Musical Groups, Outreaches, Revivals, VBS and so many more blessings, to numerous to mention.

The Lord has blessed our church and all of us!  

To God Be the Glory.

Garden Heights 40th Anniversary Celebration Events

To start off, let us Thank our 40th Anniversary Committee who worked so hard to the put together such a special day.  The Committee members were, Nick & Allison Allen, Aaron & Miranda Benson, Mike & Jackie Mawhorr and Marty & Vickie Schelling.

The celebration began after morning service, we left the church in the mist of a downpour to attend the luncheon held at Belle Valley middle school next door to the church.   Several members, past and present and guests attended the luncheon catered by Greenfield’s Fish Stand catered the Luncheon.  Yes, our own Greenfield Family from Garden Heights.  Nick Allen gave the Blessing before we dove into the wonderful lunch.  Which consisted of: Green or Caesar Salad, a Relish Tray, Fresh Bread and Butter, Roast Beef Au Jus, Scalloped Potatoes, New Mashed Potatoes, Corn and Broccoli with Cheese to pour over it followed by special Anniversary Cake.  YUM! YUM! 

The Tables were decorated in Blue and Silver Tablecloths with Silver napkins.  The table center pieces consisted of little blue churches made out of craft foam with the picture of our church on the front of it.  Silver metallic streamers were nestled around the church with a music scroll adding to the festive look.  Each table had a camera for the guests to take pictures.  With the pictures being put into our Church History Photo Album.

As we finished dinner, Marty Schelling was set up in the school hallway to take pictures of the many families that attended the dinner.  Next, Allison Allen led all of us as tables, as we opened our little white scrolls of songs.  Each table had a different song that we had to sing contest style to see who got to eat cake first.  Of course Louis Hinkle’s table directed by Bill Malone won.

As we left the school, the sun was out and the rain had stopped.  As we arrived at the church each family was given a 40th Anniversary Bookmark and a Special Newsletter as a memory of the occasion.

Mike Mawhorr opened the Celebration Service with a welcome to all attending.  Then Bill Malone gave the opening prayer.  Afterwards, Aaron Benson gave a Media Presentation of the History of Garden Heights.  

Mike Mawhorr made Introductions of all our special guests and those attending from out of town.  Dr. Tommy Cupples, Director of Missions MEBA followed with a presentation to Brother Terry.

Our Choir gave a wonderful singing performance led by Mike Mawhorr.  (Back row: Nick Allen, Leo Lauzon, Aaron Benson, Terry Dunning, Nick Greenfield, Ryan Scannell, Doug Malone, Bill Malone, and Rick Temple.  Front row: Allison Allen, Jane Lauzon, Lisa Rosenkranz, Becca Woollard, Joan Malone, Irene Gray, Heather Malone, and Lisa Bowden).

Pastor Randy Loeschen from Sterling Baptist Church gave the Message.  He reminded us that we should all be Mission Minded for Jesus Christ.  He said that Jesus is a Great and Mighty Savior behind our walk and is here to help us along the way as we do His bidding.  Sterling Baptist helped in started Garden Heights as a Mission, Chapel and as a Church.  He says that the Family Unit is the greatest mission field.  The church is the stand in reestablishing the family unit.  We need to be loud, stand and believe, and teach family unity.  And remember most of all, that Christ is the center of the family.

Next Allison Allen introduced a group of friends that came along way to share their testimony.  THE THREE STOGES represented by Moe – Nick Allen, Larry – Marty Schelling  & Curly – Mike Mawhorr.   They did a little stooging with a hat and a cane, raising a right hand, and putting the left hand on the Bible.  (A real treat but one that had to be seen to really enjoy.)  As Nick Allen stated, they were there to pay tribute to the saints who had served before them.

Allison then introduced a Duet from Sterling Baptist Church: Gail Loeschen (Pastors Wife) & Don Ward (Music Director)  Their Song was Carry the Light.

Mike Mawhorr introduced Greg Doussard MEBA Church Growth Director.  He listed verbally a lot of past world events, music titles, movies, TV shows, and fads of the last forty years.  His scripture was Matthew 9:35.  He centered his message on the being on Mission with Jesus and spending more time with him in prayer.  And each and every one of us must be on mission.  “Christ was a fisher of men not a keeper of an aquarium.”

Mike Mawhorr reiterated that there are a lot of opportunities to serve in all area for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Aaron Benson presented a second slide show of 40 years of many people having left their fingerprints on our church and hearts.  The slide show was awesome.  

Brother Terry said a few words then presented Bob Jennings, the MEBA Associational Lawyer with a gift, a CD, Blue Grass Meeting Revival.  Brother Terry said his Long Tenor of seventeen years was due to Grace of God and a Loving Church.

Presentation of Gifts:

Miranda Benson and Rick Temple assisted Brother Terry handing out several gifts to members and guests.  

1. Roses were presented to Allison Allen 40th Anniversary Chairwoman.  

2. Flowers were presented to Mrs. Reed the Widow of the late Rev. Kenneth Reed.  

3. Flowers were presented to Sonia Crownover, our Pastors Wife.  

4. A Plaque was presented to Pastor Randy Loeschen from Sterling Baptist Church.  

5. A Plaque was presented to Pastor Terry who dedicated the plaque to Kenneth and Pauline Reed. 

6. A Plaque was presented to Garden Heights from our Pastor.

Brother Terry presented gifts the guest speakers and visitors.  And to the 40th Anniversary Committee and others who helped to make the 40th Anniversary Celebration a reality.  

A Song was sung by Allison Allen and Mike Mawhorr, titled “I’ve Just Seen Jesus”

Allison Allen gave closing Remarks: “We are all Faithful saints because of Jesus.  We were so blessed to have our luncheon at Belle Valley South, a school, as so many schools are banned from mentioning Jesus or God.  We have been so blessed by prayers, ministry, suggestions, laughter, love, visitors, past and present members.  Praise to Jesus Christ!”

Followed by our Congregation Singing “I am so glad that I am a Family of God”

Closing the day’s celebration with a Benediction by Marty Schelling.

